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WARFARE IN ANCIENT INDIA: A SURVEY

Early Phase 17; Vedic Age 17; Age of
Mahajanapadas 20 ; Foreign Invasions (First
Round) 21; Mauryan Conquests 22; Foreign
Invasions (Second Round) 24; Gupta
Conquests 26; Vakataka Conquests 27; Road
to Instability 27; South Indian Wars 28

MILITARY COSTUME: DETERMINING
FACTORS

Climatic Factor 32; Dress Material—Dyeing
and Cleaning 36, Spinning and Weaving 37,
Art of Sewing 40; Economic Conditions 41;

Military Tactics 42; Foreign Influence 43; Social
Bindings 43

HARAPPAN AGE

Military Disposition 47; Costume 48;
Weapons and Accoutrements 49

VEDIC AGE

Dress Items 53; Body Armour 53; Helmet 55:
Brace 55; Weapons 55; Accoutrements 56;
Dhvaja 58; Vratya Costume 58; Military
Vehicles—Chariot and Horse 59

SOLDIER IN THE EPICS

Concept of Uni,form 65; Costume and Accout-
rements 66; Sankha and Dhvaja 70; Long
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Hair 70; Body Armour 71; Helmet, etc. 73;
Shield 74; Weapons 74; Vehicles of War—
Chariot 76, Elephant 78, Horse 80

MAURYA-SUNGA AGE

Pre-Mauryan Costume 90; Greek Evidence 90;
Weapons and Equipment 92; State’s Respons-
ibility 93; Ayudhigaridhyaksa (Superin-
tendent of Armoury) 94; Satradhyaksa (Super-
intendent of Yarns) 95; Armour (Kavaca) 95;
Shield (Carman) 96; Sword (Asi) 97; Bow
(Dhanus) 99; Sculptural Evidence—Headdress
(Sirovastra) 101, Garments ( Vastra) 101,
Waist-band (Katibandha) 101, Shoes
(Upanaha) 103, Coiffeur (Kesavinyasa) 103;
Vehicles of War—Chariot (Ratha) 103,
Elephant (Hastin) 105, Horse (Asva) 106, Bit
(Khalina) 107, Girth (Kaksya) 109
SAKA-KUSANA AGE

Foreign Impact 114; Bharhut Soldier 117;
Safici Portrayals 119; Kilt and Tunic 120;
Cross-belts 120; Trousers 120; Fillet 121; Top
Boots 121; Armour 122; Helmet 123; Bow 123;
Arrow-heads 124; Sword 125; Javelin 126;
Shield 126; Mounted Archer 126; Accout-
rements of Horse 127; Decline of Chariot 128

GUPTA AGE AND AFTER

Synthesis 133; Evidence of Bana Bhatta 134;
Headdress 136; Upper Garment 138; Lower
Garment 139; Waist-band 141; Footwear 141:
Apron (Acchadanaka) 142; Armour 142:
Weapons—Bow 143, Sword 143, Shield 144:
Vehicles of War—Elephant 144, Horse 145;
Puranic view 147
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